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CAROL FLEISHER  

(Carol, a practical, organized, controlling housewife, is preparing for a photo shoot of her garden for HGTV 
magazine.  She wants to hire Diane to create a typical gorgeous garden that reveals Carol’s success and 
status. Diane listens, all the while Diane has different plans. To create a more biodiverse garden that supports 
native plants and ecosystems that can support insects, birds, and wildlife.) 
 

It’s just terrible because I just drool over the gardening spreads in HGTV Magazine. Do you know 
HGTV Magazine? (Diane stares blankly at Carol.) You don’t? Well, I’m sure it must seem like a 
lightweight magazine to you, really, I just get it for the pictures. And I guess also because I have a 
personal connection – my neighbor Renee is one of the editors, so I always sort of feel like I have the 
inside scoop. (Big smile from Carol. Then narrating, as she lays out pictures.)

Anyway, what I really love is when they get a theme going, a nice concept that unifies the entire 
space. So like here – see how the shutters pick up the purple of the hydrangea? And then they carry 
that same color down to these little flowers, I don’t know what they’re called?  Pansies . . . I think . . .  
(New picture.) And here, I love what they did with this rounded hedge; isn’t that different? And then 
they pick up the same curve here, in this wrought-iron accent bench? I have to tell you, I’m just 
dying for a wrought-iron accent bench – I love how it’s so modern and so old-fashioned at the same 
time. That’s pretty much number one on my wishlist: wrought-iron accent bench. I  think an accent 
bench is exactly the kind of focal piece that would really boost our curb appeal.

Not what we’re looking to sell; my husband and I, we love this house, we love this neighborhood. 
But if we ever did want to move, we wouldn’t want to have done anything to hurt our resale value, 
you know?  Like, for example, I don’t know if you saw on your way in, the first house on the right? 
My neighbor Beth’s house? Now to be fair, she has had just the hardest year, between you and me 
her husband left her and she’s really been struggling, so that’s why her lawn – I say lawn, it’s really 
more of a hayfield at this point, Bill, my husband Bill was mowing it for her at first but then I guess 
he, felt he couldn't continue with that activity, so eventually we all just had to, be okay with having a 
big prairie right at the entrance to the cul-de-sac! And oh my goodness, the deer, it’s attracting 
hordes of deer! My neighbor Pam is totally flipped out about the deer.

I think it’s more diseases that are Pam’s concern. Lyme, and the other ones deer ticks carry? 
Anyway, not that you would put in a prairie on purpose! But that’s pretty much my only concern: I 
don’t want to do anything that would negatively impact resale value. I want natural but neat, special 
but typical. Just a really fun, really welcoming outdoor space, so that anyone who pulls into our 
driveway gets practically knocked on their ass with curb appeal.

 



